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who are abo ve the age of 18, currently the law permits girls to be married before they reach the age of 18. 
The Customary Marriages Act, the Marriage Act allow girls to be married before the age of 18, by making 
provision for parental consent for the marriage of persons under the age of 18. In addition, the Criminal 
Law (Codifi  cation and Reform) Act sets the age for consent to sex at 16. This raises controversy related 
to the fact that young girls of 16 are deemed able to consent to engage in sexual activity but they are 
considered unable to consent to marriage. On the other hand, the Children’s Act seems to glorify child 
marriage by providing that a man who marries a girl under age becomes her guardian. Thus, while the 
Constitution provides for marriage as a union between two persons over the age of 18, and whilst in 2016, 
the Constitutional Court made a ruling that outlawed marriage of persons below the age of 18, in reality, 
the legislative and policy frameworks still provide for and protect the right to enter into marriage for persons 
under the age of 18. It is these discrepancies between the provisions of the Constitution and other laws 
that this NAP, among other interventions, will address.

This action plan sets out the mapping, theory of change and communication for development of strategies 
that the Government of Zimbabwe intends to implement through a multi-stakeholder partnership in order 
to address child marriage in Zimbabwe.
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